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SIR, 


GOT OrWITAHSTAN DINO the Reluctance 
2 K you are not inſenſible I naturally labour 
2 under, in regard of putting pen to paper, 
/ DN yet to ſo great a degree am J affected 
” by the calamitous Situation. I lately be- 
held a Young Lady in at this place, from her being 


ſripey with a highly malignant | Sore-Throat, which 
B car- 


7 * 


vour Merit. Now, how ſhort ſoever the Figure I 


1 )- 
ani by fn be lock pu i 


> ef Hamanity to 


ions concerning that terrible Diſtemper. I ſhalt make of 
no Apology for my Conduct in Performing this Faſk 
under the Sanction of an Addreſs to your Name, it 
being very natural for a Perſon of my Obſcurity, 
in order to raiſe a ſuitable Attention to the Matter 


he is treating of, to recur to an Expedient of this 


Sort, and to introduce another as intereſted in his | 


Subject, whoſe Parts, Education, and diſtinguiſhed 
Character are the Object of a general Eſteem and 
Reſpet. ; 


The Application of this to bs your is very 15 
whoſe early and rapid Progreſs in Literary Studies at 
CAMBRIDGE was a ſure Prognoſtic of the Applauſe, 
which at preſent attends you in Loxpox, and is every 
day more and more diffuſing itſelf ſo, that e er long 
no Part of this Kingdom can be unacquainted with 


make here may fall of the Reputation which is your 
Portion, and that of ſeveral of the Faculty of Pay- . 
sick within the Diſtrict of your Reſidence, our grand 
Metropolis, the candid and ingenuous Part at leaſt of 

| ol 


is abſolutely againſt Bleeding in any Stage of the Diſ- 
eaſe, Now, however improper an Evacuation of that 


with violent Inflammations, where the Omiſſion of it, 


* 


the Proſeffion. will not, I flatter mapelf, cantempty- 
* ouſly reject the Mite it is in my power to offer to- 
wards relieving the ſad Diſtreſs, that is more or leſs 


almoſt conſtantly flowing from the * of this pre- 
dominant WA et 3,3 37 N 


F bee en ue prraſed rev Mentis on; the Sub | 


je& of a Sore-Fmoar, from- which, though penned 
buy a Couple of Gentlemen eminent in their Calling, 


and with an entire View, I am perſuaded, of render- 
ing Service to Mankind, 1 cannot, on dhe ſtricteſt At- 


tention to what thoſe Freatiſes contain, be induced to 
believe that Either of their Authors had ever met 


with a really MAaL16nanT Sore- Throat. One of them 


Nature may be on its-Decline, yet ſurely on. the firſt 


Attack of it the immediate Opening a Vein muſt be 
of the greateſt Importance, and conſequently the Ne- 
glect of Venæſection in that Circumſtance be looked 
upon as a Kind of Fatality in reſpe& of the Patient. 


| A Theory ſo contradictory to rational Practice muſt 
neceſſarily open a gap for wide Deſtruction: inaſmuch 


as it excludes Bleeding even in Sore-Throats attended 


and 


ſtiled the MALIGNANT, being in reality ſo Malignant 


. 


and det but ſingly, would abſolutely ſubject the Life 
of the Sick to the Frontal: Hazard, 


+ Bat how: > "HI muſt it be to omit it, when 
at that time the Pulſe and in reality every Symptom 
ſeem to point it out to us, and which neglected in 
the Beginning cannot be attempted afterwards, when 


the Sick is to a great 4 weakened by the Diſ- 
temper. 


And I really think th you, Sir, * whom in- 


always have its Weight with me, that the Pulſe and 
the Symptoms that attend the ſick Perſon are to be 


our Guide in reſpect of Bleeding and a Repetition of 


it, as well as of other Evacuations: it being ever ob- 


ſervable, that the Blood in the Baſon, whether fizy 


or florid, affords no Light, that can in the leaſt con- 
tribute app effecting the LM. of the Diſcaſe. 


"--Y 


- But as Prejudice 3 Cenſure are by no means the 
leaſt Motive in me for this Epiſtle, I ſhall decline 


ſaying a word more on this head. For my own part 
I treely confeſs, that this Claſs of Sore-Throats juſtly 


that 


| deed I had the Thought, and whoſe Opinion will 


— 
— 7 
i... 


that few who have ding ſeized with'it have ſurvived its | 
Virulence, was utterly unknown to me till within theſe | 
ten or twelve Years ; and in all Probability I had to this | 
day remained without any adequate Notion of it, had 
it not been very fatal in a n of 1 Character | 


rf This nin Event out. me on \ having acl <5. ip 
Authors, to ſee if I could poſſibly trace any Footſteps 
of this Malignant Diſorder in the Writings of any of 
our Phyfical Predeceſſors; one or two of whom I found 
had made mention of it. Notwithſtanding which, all 
Ideas of ſuch a Sort of Diſtemper lay buried in a per 
fect Oblivion for above a Century, till the above-hinted 
calamitous Incident excited them a. freſh;- From which 
time the Throat of any Perſon of Rank or Age oY 
ted with a Soreneſs was immediately term&d a 
oat, though it was conſtantly -relieved by che = 
Method of Cure, viz. een na . and 
common nn. | 3 


1 This Sort of Sore-Throat e accompanies " 
| Fever of the Scarlet Kind, and-continues till the Red-- 

neſs of the Skin diſappears. . The Tonſils are very florid 
at their Baſis, the Top of which is covered with a white 
FER Skin, 


Thoughts upon is quite of another'Claſs, and ſeldom, 


are uſually attendant on the'Matranant Sore - Throat 
are an Uneafineſs in the Throat, a flight Fever, à dry 

Skin, a want of Perſpiration, a high- coloured Urine 
. withoutany Separation in it, a dry and foul Tongue and 
parched Lips, together with'an uncomtmon Reſtieſſneſs. 


4 


Skin, and ſcems to be or about the Thickneſs of he 


kim upon boiled Milk. Thefe Appearances; whether 
we ſearify or not, are obſervable to vaniſh when the Fe- 


ver goes off. There is another Kind of flipht Sore- 


Throat attended With à fmall Fever, when the Toaſſls 


are very full, and dotted as it were with white Spoeks. 
This for the moſt part ſeizes Young People, and is 


always cured by Bleedin B Phyfick, nnd a common 


Gargle, | 


1 


But alas] the — T am now ang my 


very ſeldom, yields to chat mild Freatment, or, in 
xedlity, to any Treatment at all. The symptome, that 


The Tonfils appear of a duſky red, the upper part of 
which has a dark-grey Slough upon it, and looks as if 


it were buried in the Gland, and is not much unlike 
the worſt and fouleſt rr Ulcet, when 1 a one 


- eG Wat Het. 5 


by. >" * 8 r. 
8 1 
— Theſe 


(2) 


" Theſe Caſes a are. 1 Abegful, and ever carry with 
them an minous Prognoſtic. | Application cannot be 
made too haſtily to a Phyſician, who ought inſtantly to 


exert the utmoſt Medical Powers he is Maſter of,, in 
order to effeQually extricate the Patient from the oppreſ- 


„ 


fave Load ai ſuch, * Complication of Complaints. AE: 


4 & 


" Method of Trevinent, provided my AMſtance 
5 demanded ſoon, is in the firſt place to preſcribe Bleed- 


ing. and then to direct the Surgeon to make deep 
Inciſions into the Slough, which Slough ought to be in 
great meaſure removed, before any Application is 


made to the Part Affected. When That is done, the 
Sore or Ulcer, call it which we pleaſe, is to be dreſſed 


with warm Tincture of Myrrh, and ſometimes with 
Eee an | 


Should OY Slough, notyichſtanding this Proceks 
form itſelf again to the Degree it was arrived at before 
its Removal, which is frequently obſervable, accompa- 
nied with Matter or rather Sanies iſſuing from the Noſ- 
trils, a fetid Breath, Part of what is drank eſcaping 
' through the Noſtrils occafioned by the Parts, that are 
OO to the Agog of Swallaying, not * theit 
Duty, 


— 


—_ 8 - — - 
a r r 
. 
” 2 — 


on 


— 
— 
9 
4 
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(3) 
Duty, Death i is ever on the Eye of cloſing the melan- 


choly Scene, the unhappy Patent commonly remain- 
ing * the ſame time to the laſt Moment. za 


* * 


"But to come directly to the main Point, I aſſure you, 
IT'Y and Practitioners i in general, that the few Inſtances: 


I have ſeen of Recovery in regard of this ſevere Diſar- 


der, have been intirely owing to repeated Bleedings, 


Bliſteting, and Keeping the Body conſtantly open, the 
Throat the mean while being ſcarified deep, and dreſſed 


with warm Tincture of Myrrh. This Method accord- 


ing to my Experience has always been attended with 


better Succeſs, than when Bleeding has been omitted, f 
and warm or other Medicines given without it. * 


6 x 


But, what is an affecting Reflection, according to 


the Treatment, that prevails at preſent, of this Cala- 
mity, Bleed or not Bleed, very few eſcape and out. live 
its Violence. As this moſt deplorable Fact is ſupported 
dy a Series of Evidence too inconteſtable to admit even 
of the leaſt Shadow of Contradiction, I ſhall take the 


Liberty of offering my Sentiments to your Conſidera- 
tion and that of the reſt of the FACULTY i in regard of 


the Method of Practice neccefliry in my Opinion for 


ths Cure of this MALIGNANT: Sore-Throat. I only 
with 


„„ l 

with I had pn furniſhed with Opportunities ſufficient 
to have recommended from Experience what I am 
going to propoſe for the Good of thoſe misfortunate 
Sick; which I ſhall do with all imaginable Submiſſion 
to the ſuperior Station of thoſe to whom . ſuch Oppor- 
tunities muſt undoubtedly more frequently occur of 
fixing the Practice I would advance on an indiſputa- 
bly firm Foundation. | 


hb as the Remedies I would adviſe on this 
Occaſion are not only of the ſafeſt Kind, but alſo found 
from the Trial both of ſeveral eminent Phyſicians and 
Surgeons to be of the greateſt Efficacy in removing 
various Diſorders incident to Mankind, I am under 
no imaginable Difficulty in communicating the Method, 
which I conceive ought to be purſued in reſpe&t of 

the Cure of the Malady that is the Subject of this 
Epiſtle. In caſe then I were very early called to the 
Relief of a Patient afflicted with this Diſeaſe, I ſhould 
order Bleedin g with all poſſible Diſpatch, ſhould procure. 
Stools, and apply a Bliſter between the Shoulders, and 
injoin the Throat to be dreſſed and cleanſed thoroughly 
as mentioned above, and This to be often repeated, 
it being a Sore in a Part incapable of admitting Appli- 
_ D cations 


63 
cations of Dreflings for any material Length of _ 
as is uſual in * of iv Ulcers. 


* this I would recur to ** Bazx jointly either 
with NiTRE, or EL1x1R of ViTRIor, and direct it 
to be taken every two Hours in caſe the Stomach would 
bear it, and in the largeſt Doſe, in Proportion to the 
Patient's Age. For it is an Obſervation that has ſcarce 
eſcaped any Phyſician of the leaſt Degree of Practice, that 
where the Bark ſucceeds beſt, it is in conſequence 
of its being adminiſtred in large Doſes. ELixir of 
V1TRIOL accompanying the BARK generally makes it | 
it eaſy on Stomachs of the tendereſt Texture, 


My Motive for preſſing and inſiſting on the BAR 
in the Manner I do on this Occaſion, is from the Per- 
ſuafion J am under of its being endued with Powers 
adapted to the Removal of the Venom of this moſt 
formidable Diſeaſe more than any other Remedy in 
the whole Catalogue, of Medicines: inasmuch as 


it is allowed from inconteſtable Proofs to be of fove- 


reign Efficacy in reſpect of the fouleſt Sores and 
Ulcers. 


" What 


C789 1) 


What the late Dr. Maap hath delivered, in his 
Treatiſe on the SMALL-Pox, concerning the Uſe of 
the BaRK in a Malignant Species of that Diſtemper 
juſtly ſtiled the BLoopy Kind, deſerves all imagina- 
ble Regard and Attention: and were there no other 

Merit in that elaborate Work of his, yet his Recom- 
mendation of that noble Product of PRxRU in the 
Manner there diſplayed is ſufficient of itſelf to en- 
dear him to Poſterity, and to make his Memory re- 
vered by the whole Claſs of Practitioners in all fu- 


ture Ages. 


The known good Effects of this Drug, in all Caſes 
where the Blood appears to be in a broken State, put 


me upon propoling the free Uſe of it on the Urgency 
of this Malignant Malady. In Mortifications Exter- 


nal A pplications rarely produce. any Change for the 
better till the Baxx be entred upon; when frequently 


the Mortified Slough immediately tends to a Separa- 
tion, and every Symptom attendant on it, ſuch as a 


dry Tongue, quick Pulſe, Reſtleſſneſs, &c. 85 to 
yield. to its as it were ſpecific Virtue, 
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In moſt bad Sores, where the Diſcharge is fo great 


as to ſubject the Patient to uncommon Apprehenſions, 
it ſeldom fails to leſſen it, eafes the Pain, and gives a 
kind of new Life. Which Succeſs of it is confirmed 


to me by Surgeons of known Experience and Emi- 
nence both in this City and in Lox pov. But then 
to inſure the ſalutary Properties of this celebrated Drug, 


it muſt be remembred ever to give it in theſe Caſes in 
conſiderable Quantities, and to continue the Uſe of 
it for ſome time. 


J muſt not forget to intimate, that the Bark is moſt 
fucceſsful after moderate Evacuations, ſuch as Blee- 
ding, and Opening the Body by Stools. Nor does 
it prove any ways detrimental, in caſe it turns out, 


on the firſt Exhibition of it, a little purgative; as a 
few Drops of Lavpanum, in Proportion to the Age 


of the Patient, will ſoon remedy that Inconvenience. 


Before I conclude, I ſhall juft farther infinuate, 
that not only theſe Malignant Sore-Throats, but alſo 


Eruptive Fevers in general, frequently become infec- 
tious, of which I have ſeen ſeyeral Inſtances, particu- 
larly in regard of Young People: which ſhews what 

| Caution 


£7 0 | 
| Caution and circumſpection are requiſite in order to 
prevent the Spreading of thoſe Maladies in whatever 


Neighbourhood which they W 825 to 
make their Appearance in. 7 


Thus, $12, have I executed the Plan I ai 
to myſelf, and faid all that is in my Opinion neceſ- 
fary for a PraRitioner's Conduct in reſpect of the Ma- 


nagement of this terrifying Diſtemper. Should what 
I have wrote on the Occaſion meet with your Approba- 


tion, it will give me great Pleaſure, and, perhaps, 
encourage me to publiſh my Thoughts and Obſerva- 
tions concerning ſome other Diſſiculties that are apt 
frequently enough to occur in Praftice, I am, with 

all due Attachment to your ſuperier Abilities, * | | 


SIR, 


Your moſt Obedient 


df D. 
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